
Preface 

 

I was reading books and watching movies with my children, trying to teach them how the world actually works — not the 

version taught in school, but the version underneath it. I wanted them to understand racism, not as a list of individual bad 

actors and isolated incidents, but as something woven into systems, written into laws, and carried forward across generations. 

I wanted them to understand financial systems — how money moves, how things are valued, who it moves toward, and 

why working hard does not always mean getting ahead. I wanted them to understand the social constructs that shape daily 

life — race, class, gender, the invisible categories that decide who gets believed, who gets hired, who gets stopped by the 

police and who gets waved through. I wanted them to be able to navigate the systems they were going to spend their lives 

inside, with their eyes wide open, rather than closed. 

It was not landing. I could see it in their faces. I was giving them the standard toolkit of a parent trying to pass down 

hard knock experience — and none of it was sticking. They were not grasping the concepts. They were not connecting with 

the topics. I was doing what most adults do when they try to explain the world to children: talking at them instead of building 

something with them. 

In the middle of one of these conversations, my son asked me a question that stopped me cold. 

His name is Jax. He asked me: "Why do we even need a President?" 

I did not have a good answer. Not right away. I started with the textbook response — checks and balances, executive 

function, the structure of government — and as the words came out of my mouth, I realized I was reciting an answer I had 

never actually examined. I had absorbed the premise that hierarchy was necessary so completely that I had never once 

stopped to ask the question my son was asking me without any of the conditioning in his way. 

He was not being rebellious. He was not trying to be difficult. He was asking the question the way only a child can ask 

it — without the inherited assumptions that make most adults stop asking it at all. Why do we need someone at the top? 

Why does the structure require a single person holding more power than everyone else combined? What if it didn't? 

That question did not stay contained to the dinner table. It followed me to bed and into the next day. I started pulling 

the thread, and the thread did not stop. I began applying my son's simple question to every hierarchal framework I could 

think of — not just the American presidency, but caste systems, monarchies, corporate org charts, racial categories, religious 

institutions, economic structures, ancient and modern, formal and informal. I asked, in every case: why does this hierarchy 

exist? Who decided it should? What would happen if we stopped agreeing to it? 

What I found and the deeper I went, I learned that what I was seeing was not random. It was not a collection of 

unrelated injustices scattered across history. It was a pattern — the same pattern, repeated with remarkable consistency, 

across continents and centuries and belief systems: a small number of people discovering that they could declare a hierarchy, 

defend that hierarchy with force or law or both, and then convince everyone beneath it that the hierarchy was natural, 

inevitable, and beyond question. 

I found human psychology being bent towards obedience as a feature of the systemic design, not by accident. I found 

greed dressed up as merit. I found exploitation wearing the costume of tradition, religion, science, and patriotism — 

whatever costume worked best in whatever century it needed to operate. I found that the tools changed, generation after 

generation, but the underlying architecture did not. The plantation became the corporation. The crown became the 

boardroom. The auction block became the prison-industrial complex. The language changed. The extraction continued. 

I wanted to leave my children something more durable than another conversation they would only half-remember. I 

wanted to build a body of work — researched, documented, organized, and honest — that they could return to throughout 

their lives. Something they could hand to their own children one day. A reference, not a lecture. A map of the actual terrain, 

drawn as clearly and as truthfully as I could draw it. 



So I started writing. And somewhere in the process of trying to teach my children how the world works, the relationship 

reversed. I became the student. They were the ones, through that single unguarded question, who pulled back the curtain 

that I had been standing in front of my entire adult life without knowing it was there. The truth had been staring at me the 

whole time. It took a child's honesty to make me actually look at it. 

This book carries my son's name, because it was his question that built it. JAX, the narrator of this study, is my son — 

but he is also behind the spirit of the question. A mind without the inherited assumptions. A mind willing to ask "why" 

about things every adult around it has stopped questioning. A mind that looks at a hierarchy and asks, sincerely and without 

malice, why does this have to be this way? 

I do not have all the answers. I am not certain anyone does. But I have spent time following that one question as far 

as the evidence would take it, and what follows in these pages is the record of that journey — offered to my children first, 

and to anyone else looking for answers to the same questions.  

If you are ready to take the “red pill”, let’s find out together.
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